
Mrs. Marjorie Naomi Norris
Knight
August 5, 1926 - December 31, 2018

Mrs. Marjorie Naomi Norris Knight, age 92, departed this life on Monday,
December 31, 2018. She was born Thursday, August 5, 1926 at 5:15 a.m.
This bouncing baby girl was born to Mr. James Anderson Norris, better known
as "Ham Bone" and Mrs. Erica Alverta Stanfield Norris. The attending
physician was Dr. Charles Shepard, who was the brother of Dr. James
Shepard, founder of the North Carolina College for Negros, better known as
North Carolina Central University. 

 

Marjorie was born and raised in Durham, North Carolina. She attended school
at Hickstown Elementary School. She attended high school at Hillside Park
High School, now known as Hillside High. Her college studies began at
Winston Salem Teacher College, known as Winston Salem State University,
where she attended for three years; then spent her fourth year at Elizabeth
City State a University, where she received and graduated with a B.S. degree
in Education. She had a great desire to continue her education, and she
attended New York University (NYU) where she received and graduated with
a master's degree in Educatiin. 

 

After graduating from college, Marjorie was blessed to receive a position
teaching 3rd/4th grade at Efland Colored School, which later was renamed,
Efland Grade School, in Efland, N.C. She taught there for eight years, (1947-
1955), where she influenced many students' lives. After leaving Efland, she



received a teaching position at Jefferson Elementary School in Plainfield, N.J.
teaching 3rd-5th grades. She taught there for the next 21 years, until she
retired. Upon retiring, she enjoyed her numerous hobbies which included:
traveling, arts and crafts, making hats and jewelry, crossword puzzles,
reading, music, singing, dancing, and chatting on the phone for hours. 

 

On July 18, 1959, Marjorie N. Norris married James C. Knight, Sr. Through
this union, they bore one child, James C. Knight, Jr. They remained married
for 27 years. 

At the age of 12, Marjorie gave her life to Christ, at West Durham Baptist
Church under the leadership of Dr. Thomas C. Graham. West Durham Baptist
Church always held a special place in her life because it was the church that
was founded and organized by her grandfather, Rev. Henry Washington
Stanfield. She remained at West Durham Baptist Church until she moved to
Plainfield, New Jersey. While in New Jersey, she attended Calvary Baptist
Church, where the late Charles P. Harris, Sr. was the pastor. She then moved
to South Jersey, where she attended Union Temple Baptist Church in Atlantic
City, N.J. under the leadership of the late Rev. Dr. Matthew E. Neil. Upon
returning to Durham, N.C. in 1996, she began worshipping at Greater Saint
Paul Missionary Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor William-Hazel
Height, where her membership remained until her transition. Throughout her
Christian walk in her beloved churches, she volunteered her time and talents
in the following capacities: sang in the choir, assisted with Sunday School,
assisted with Vacation Bible School, decorated the church bulletin board, a
member of the decorating committees, and directed and presented several
plays. 

Marjorie N. Norris Knight leaves to cherish her loving memories: one son,
James Clifton Knight, Jr. (Priscilla); two grandchildren, Jasmine Kiarrah
Luckey (David) and James Clifton Knight, III; her beloved church family; and a



host of other relatives and friends. 
 

Funeral services will take place on Saturday, January 12, 2019, at Greater St.
Paul Missionary Baptist Church, 1102 Juniper Street, Durham, North Carolina,
27701 at 12:00 noon, with a family visitation one hour prior to the service.



Cemetery Details

Glennview Memorial Park

NC Hwy 55
Durham, NC 27713
(919) 596-8102

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 12. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Greater St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
1102 Juniper Street
Durham, NC 27701

Celebration of Life

JAN 12. 12:00 PM (ET)

Greater St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
1102 Juniper Street
Durham, NC 27701
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October 05, 2023 at 11:31 AM

Mrs. Marjorie Naomi Norris Knight

Johnnie and Jackye Knight - January 11, 2019 at 10:59 AM

Johnnie and Jackye Knight purchased the Simply
Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mrs.
Marjorie Naomi Norris Knight.

Anna Richards - January 06, 2019 at 08:23 PM

James, extending our deepest condolences, prayers and peace to
you and your family as you celebrate the life of my dear friend
Marjorie. We will miss her great conversations and her wonderful
sense of humor. Your mom will always be in our hearts. 

 Anna Richards and Family

Paul J Williams - January 01, 2019 at 11:31 PM

The gift Sister Knight shared thru gifts, cards and flower and life will
be forever remembered and loved. Since being in Durham the last
40 yrs and at Greater Saint Paul, Sister Williams and I will forever
cherish her love, her coaching, and Christian advice. She was a
mother and angel, the likes of which a few really have known. Lord
thank you as you welcome her into your arms. 
 
Reverend Paul(Pastor Paul) and Sister Hilda Williams and family...

https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Barbara Walker Swann - January 04, 2019 at 11:16 PM

Mrs Knight taught me in elementary school at Efland Cheeks School in
Efland NC.She kept in touch with all of her students over the
years.Truly an amazing teacher and lady.She became one of my
sister’s close and beloved friends. 
Barbara Walker Swann


