
Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson,
Sr.
December 15, 1926 - January 9, 2018

On December 15, 1926, Reverend Allen Gordon Thompson and Odessa
Humphrey Thompson brought into this world Raphael Nash Thompson. A
child of many talents, he was raised to have a strong devotion to his family
and church. He was also taught the value of hard work. At the age of 3 he
could recite from memory entire verses and chapters from the New
Testament. While still a toddler, he witnessed the passing of his mother.
Several years later, his father married Laura King. She was a great second
mother to him, helping to steer him to the successes that he has had through
the years. 

Raphael helped his father on their farm, getting up early to do many of the
necessary chores. Most of all he loved when there was a rain, because that
would allow for a rest break. After the rain he would be ready to continue
working. There were five siblings in the family, four brothers and one sister.
Raphael worked in their country store, giving service as needed. He also did
very well in high school, getting voted valedictorian. In addition, he had
skipped some grades during his school years, which allowed him to begin
college at the age of fifteen. He attended North Carolina College (now called



North Carolina Central University) for 2 years, then decided to serve in the
military. After 2 years in the military he returned back to North Carolina
College. He also went on to receive a masters degree from the New York
University Business School. 

 

While building his career, he gets to know a special lady, Melba Tuck. They
had known each other during their high school years. Eventually they marry
and live in Fort Valley, Georgia. From the union three children were born. They
are Roslyn, Raphael Jr., and Roderick. There is one special grandchild, Gina.
During this time he worked as an Assistant Business Manager at Fort Valley
State College. Building on his experience he moves to Durham, North
Carolina with the family to teach at then North Carolina College. He teaches
as a professor of Business Administration. The students know him not only as
a professor, but also as a fatherly figure for those in need. He would often
invite his students over for dinner and at times the students would cook their
native cuisines for the whole family (Indian, Chinese or Nigerian foods).
Raphael kept busy. Some summers he would teach summer school or he
would work at Price Waterhouse and General Foods in New York. 

 

Raphael was very involved with giving his service to his church. He played the
church piano, sang in the Adult Choir and was on the Trustee Committee.
Even at home in spare moments, he loved to play hymns and other songs on
the piano. Interested in building a new church, he helped to find and develop



“Beacon Light Missionary Baptist Church,” working along with then Reverend
Lorenzo Lynch and presently Reverend Clarence Burke. 

 

He always did the coordinating for our family reunions until he decided to pass
it along to another fantastic relative as he saw it was time for his retirement on
that. He also retired from NCCU after almost 50 years of teaching. In addition
to his wife, children and grandchild, he leaves behind a first cousin, Georgeva
Wright, and numerous other cousins, nieces and nephews. He also leaves
behind a multitude of highly successful students. Former students often came
to visit, thanking him for steering them in a direction for success. He certainly
has been a gift of a role model, not only for his family but for humanity.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 13. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Beacon Light Missionary Baptist Church
403 Cook Rd
Durham, NC 27713
http://www.beaconlightchurch.org/

Service

JAN 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

Beacon Light Missionary Baptist Church
403 Cook Rd
Durham, NC 27713
http://www.beaconlightchurch.org/

http://www.beaconlightchurch.org/
http://www.beaconlightchurch.org/
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October 05, 2023 at 11:31 AM

Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson, Sr.

Dennis Matthews - August 10, 2022 at 10:44 PM

I just learned that Mr Thompson had passed, 4 years later. He
always treated the students professionally and not as students. I will
try to reach out to the family to share my condolences. 

 Dennis Matthews, Class of 1971.

Charlie Baker, Lisa Bartels, Emily Bartels - January 12, 2018
at 01:55 PM

Charlie Baker, Lisa Bartels, Emily Bartels
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson, Sr..

January 12, 2018 at 09:25 AM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson, Sr..

https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 12, 2018 at 08:31 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson, Sr..

Brenda Parker - January 11, 2018 at 08:15 PM

I worked with Mr. Thompson for more than 10 years in the School of
Business at North Carolina Central University. He is the most
patient, kind, generous, caring, and thoughtful person I have ever
known. Mr. Thompson always treated everyone (co-workers and
students) like they were his family. He was that wonderful father
figure that we all looks up to, respected, and loved. "No" was never
a word he would use when others needed his help. 

  
I am so blessed to have Mr. Raphael N. Thompson touch my life.
May you rest in peace. 

  
Loving memories, 
Brenda Parker

CB

Chester Bobo - January 17, 2018 at 04:20 PM

We were shocked to see hear of the passing of your loved one. Our
prayers are with the family during this time of bereavement. Chester
Bobo and Don Young

RD

Rosalind Dockery - January 23, 2018 at 11:39 AM

So sad to learn of the passing of Mr Ray, my sincere condolences and
LOVE to Ms Melba, Ralph, Roslyn and Roderick and other family
members and friends! ⚘

https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tim Walther - January 11, 2018 at 03:59 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

January 11, 2018 at 03:50 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mr. Raphael Nash Thompson, Sr..

Cathy Mckoy - January 11, 2018 at 03:41 PM

I am grateful my family and I had the opportunity to share quality
time with Cousin Raphael. Thanks Cousin for being a wonderful
person. Your kindness and wisdom will live forever in our heart.

https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scarboroughhargettcelebration.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


EH

Evelyn Hightower - January 10, 2018 at 08:34 PM

Mr. Thompson lived next door to my family on Plum Street. I was
the baby sitter and often just talked about the day. I remember
asking him where would the men be chosen to go into space come
from. In his soft voice I wonder to Evelyn. Mrs. Thompson and the
kids (adults) you will be in my prayers. 

 Evelyn Jones Hightower


